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Development cooperation 
Origins 
The SDG’s are part of the international development framework that has been evolving 

after World War II. In 1944, 44 allied nations met at Bretton Woods in New Hampshire to 

establish a global financial structure. Together with other international institutions, the 

World Bank was set up, which role was to promote reconstruction and help the economic 

development of poor countries.  

A year later, the 1945 UN Charter provided a development cooperation mandate to several 

UN bodies. “The promotion of higher standards of living, full employment, and conditions 

of economic and social progress and development” were considered necessary for 

“peaceful and friendly relations among nations.” To “promote social progress and better 

standards of life in larger freedom”, the UN stated it would “employ international machinery 

for the promotion of the economic and social advancement of all peoples“ and “solutions 

of international economic, social, health, and related problems and international cultural 

and educational cooperation”. Since 1966, some of the UN bodies have been brought 

together under the UN Development Programme (UNDP). 

 

Definition 
There is no universally established definition of ‘international development’. The term is 

used broadly and has multiple meanings as it continuously follows evolutions in political 

priorities, economic and social science theories as well as progress in terms of knowledge.  

The Development Assistance Committee of the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and 

Development (OECD) defines ‘official development assistance’ (ODA) as “government aid 

that promotes and specifically targets the economic development and welfare of 

developing countries”.  

Others believe remittance flows, funds sent by people living and working abroad to their 

home countries, should be viewed as development aid as well.  

The Development Cooperation Forum of the UN Economic and Social Council defines it as 

an “activity that aims explicitly to support national or international development priorities, 

is not driven by profit, discriminates in favour of developing countries, and is based on 

cooperative relationships that seek to enhance developing country ownership”. 

https://www.worldbank.org/
https://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/
https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home.html
https://data.oecd.org/oda/net-oda.htm
https://www.oecd.org/dac/stats/beyond-oda-remittances-and-development-definition.htm
https://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/newfunct/pdf15/2016_dcf_policy_brief_no.1.pdf

